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Monopolies in the News 
Storage Batteries 

The Electric Storage Battery Com- 
pany of Philadelphia and the Willard 
Storage Battery Company of Cleveland 
are charged by the government with 
maintaining international cartel agree- 
ments to divide world markets, to 
eliminate competition in the manufac- 
ture and sale of electric storage bat- 
teries, to fix prices and to restrict the 
production and distribution of storage 
batteries in the United States. Monop- 
oly arrangements were in force between 
the American firms and British, Ger- 
man and Canadian companies, says 
Attorney General Francis Biddle. 

The complete control over storage 
batteries exercised by these companies 
has hampered military operations, 
claims the Justice Department, inas- 
much as a long-life battery has been 
withheld from the market in the United 
States. According to the complaint 
brought against the battery corpora- 
tions, a nickel-cadmium battery that 
lasts more than three times as long as 
the average battery has not been ‘made, 
used or sold in this country and [has] 
not been used by the armed forces of 
the United States. As a result of the 
conspiracy . . . the United States has 
had neither the commercial experience 
nor the manufacturing facilities neces- 
sary to determine the advantage of 
cadmium batteries over other batteries 
for commercial and military uses.” 
Drugs 

The health of the nation suffers be- 
cause of the monopoly practices of 
powerful drug cartels, says Assistant 
Attorney General Wendell Berge. Es- 
pecially hard hit are the low income 
groups which, because monopoly agree- 
ments keep drug products high in price, 
are not able to supply their needs. Mr. 
Berge’s statement to a Congressional 
committee investigating aid to the phys- 
ically handicapped went on to say that 
producers of medical and pharmaceu- 
tical products suppress new develop- 
ments and improvements that might 
affect their profits and fight outside re- 
search. Besides this, they fix exorbi- 
tant prices, limit production and even 
adulterate their products. 

(Continued on next page) 


BRUSH ASIDE PROPAGANDA and you will find that historians agree 
that Naziism and the war it brought on were not the result of sins committed 
within Germany alone, but were the result of a moral and spiritual breakdown 
throughout the whole world which found its most violent manifestation in 
the work of Hitler. France contributed to this breakdown, so did England 
and America. Now the German Christian leaders, arising from years of per- 
secution, are sternly calling their people to repentance, while the majority of 
voices in America and England—even many pulpits—are intoning paeans of 
victory in snug self-righteousness. We may ignore the perspectives of history, 
but God will not. 


X-Ray and Forecast 
Post-War World Shaping Up 

The western world, molten under the hot flames of war, has finally reached 
a state of solidification that begins to reveal to a dependable extent the shape 
of things to come. Although censorship and suppression of news and facts 
keep most of the world unaware of many important changes, here are some 
things that the informed Christian layman should know and be watching: 

1. The Russian army, whose movements, as we advised our readers over 
two years ago, are the key to the post-war world, has now staked down its 
frontiers of influence and control. You haven’t been allowed to know it, but 
that boundary is nearly 200 miles farther west than Britain and America in- 
tended—a strategy which has caused many sharp diplomatic exchanges. But 
with the greatest array of guns that the world has ever known on the Russian 
side, London’s notes accompanied by Washington’s echoes of approval have 
seemed light and ineffective. Behind the Russian-held boundaries, the Soviet 
is making a clean sweep of reorganizing the states that flank Russia's old fron- 
tier, using well-known Moscow methods that are brutal and thorough for those 
who — but generous and rewarding for those who cooperate. 

2. In spite of the impressions to the contrary given by Anglo-American 
propaganda, Soviet treatment of the average impoverished citizen—worker and 
farmer—in Germany, Poland, Austria, Czechoslovakia and elsewhere is far 
more generous than that of British or American occupation forces. The com- 
mon masses are eating better and are generally better cared for under Soviet 
occupation than under ours, while Nazis and war criminals are executed with- 
out delay. The land-owning aristocrats and industrialists are being liquidated, 
and the land and wealth are being redistributed in various ways to the common 

eople. 

/ 4 Therefore, Moscow’s revolutionary policy prevails east of Russia's Ger- 
man line of occupation while the London millionaire Tories and the Wall 
Street representatives dominant in our State Department control everything 
west of that line in a manner guaranteed to prevent revolutionary change and 
to preserve the status quo of the ee. including all the old rotten roots of 
Europe’s political and economic order that has already given rise to two wars 
in one generation. 

4. No Christian mind can condone the brutality of the Soviet method, 
which ships whole communities of former Nazi collaborators to slave labor, 
liquidates the large land owners and their property and otherwise mercilessly 
shifts the center of wealth from the control of the privileged few to the benefit 
of the common mass, but no Christian mind dare ignore the fact of change 
and its repercussions on a world where three-fourths of the people still re- 
main in economic bondage of one kind or another. 

5. All this has caused great shock in the high places of wealth and finance 
in the British-American world. One crowd in London and Washington, aug- 
mented by strong Catholic backing, is already openly talking and demanding 
war with Russia as soon as we can get ready for it. Our State Department 


(Continued on next page) 
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X-Ray and Forecast 
(Continued from center page) 


War Guilt Intrigues 

It is now at last being openly admitted around Washington 
that the great international cartel groups, including London, 
Wall Street, French and Dutch business leaders and the Ger- 
man financiers and induStrialists who financed and supplied 
the Nazis, have been holding secret meetings in Spain and 
elsewhere throughout the past few months. 

The American public is also not being allowed to know 
that the British are demanding that the war crime trials be 
held secretly. There are many reasons for this. One is pho- 
tostatic copies of Churchill’s secret correspondence with Pe- 
tain and other fascist leaders of Europe which are in the hands 
of some of the Nazi prisoners. 

You will notice that no public trial of Hess has been per- 
mitted in England. In fact his presence has been the most 
closely guarded secret of the war. It is common knowledge 
among newsmen in Europe, however, that if Hess were al- 
lowed to talk or if documents pertaining to his mission were 
allowed to reach the public eye there would be political earth- 
quakes all over the world. The British announced that Hess 
was mentally ill, which has been a clever cover-up in case 
anything did break out along this line. Hess may te insane 
or even dead by this time, but the fact remains that no public 
trial or trial of any kind has been allowed to be held. 

Such reputable writers as Pierre Van Paassen, Heinz Pol 
and others who have burrowed around on the inside of pres- 
ent day European intrigue are frankly saying both on and 
off the record that, if the truth were known about the rela- 
tionship between London aristocrats, Paris big business figures 
and Nazi leaders, an explosion would occur that would wreck 
the whole political structure from Moscow to San Francisco. 
If you think we are kidding, let us refer to the fact that a 
French professor in Montreal has recently published a book 
relative to Churchill's relations with Petain and Nazi colla- 
borators in France. The author of the book, “The Accord 
Between Petain and Churchill,” Louis Rougier, states that he 
had been the agent and go-between for British officials and 
Vichy. Rougier’s book tells of several interviews with Lord 
Halifax, now Ambassador to the United States, then British 
Foreign Minister, and Winston Churchill. A lengthy accord 
or gentleman’s agreement was drawn up providing an outline 
of collaboration on many points where London and Vichy 
interests met. 

It is not hard, therefore, to find reasons that much stalling 
has and is going on in the London War Crimes Committee 
and why the British are holding out for secret trials! 
British Election 

Experts are forecasting that Churchill will win the coming 
British election by about a 60 per cent margin. Reasons 
given are that, with the millionaire Tory cliques still in com- 
plete control of the press and radio, the liberal forces cannot 
get their cause sufficiently before the people. The liberals 
had planned for a late fall election when these controls would 
have been somewhat lessened, but, as is widely recognized, 
Churchill, realizing this, forced the holding of the election 
as early as possible so that his power over the nation’s voice 
would still be at its pinnacle and his victory assured. 

However, when the war is over and the Tory grip broken 
by a return to democracy in England, a sweeping liberal vic- 
tory is expected to come. The Tories know this. Even Tory 
spokesmen are calling Churchill “the last bulwark of the 
vanishing Englishman.” There is a widespread feeling among 
students of political science that, like New Zealand and in- 
creasingly so in Australia, Britain will become socialized with- 
in the next ten years in spite of the complete dominance of 
the present conservative regime which is chiefly concentrating 
its efforts on protecting its foreign investments. 

The Fate of the FEPC 

One of the biggest barriers to the improvement of race 

relations in America is the undemocratic and unchristian at- 


titude of some large labor unions. President Roosevelt's Fair 
Employment Practice Committee, in trying to enforce the 
legal rights of Negroes, finds its main opposition not on the 
part of employers but of the unions. In Detroit, specific in- 
stances have lately occurred. Teamsters unions will not allow 
qualified and experienced Negro drivers to operate trucks 
with companies with which the union holds contracts. In 
the South the railroads are prevented from promoting qual- 
ified Negro workers because of the rulings of railroad unions. 
These unions pose as champions of democracy—until it ap- 
plies to themselves! This FEPC issue is the hottest contro- 
versy within the Democratic party. 

Now President Truman has uncompromisingly advocated 
the establishment of a permanent Fair Employment Practices 
Act, in spite of the fact that Southern Congressmen have 
brought great pressure to block further promotion of FEPC 
activities. Mr. Truman also made it clear that he disapproved 
the political maneuverings of both Republicans and Southern 
Democrats to keep the FEPC bill off the floor of Congress, 
and the failure of the House Appropriations Committee to 
allocate funds for the current FEPC. 


Peace-Time Conscription 

The drive on Congress to force through legislation on 
peace-time conscription is under way. Naturally most gov- 
ernment departments are cooperating to force the issue upon 
a doubtful public. The American Legion is spearheading the 
drive. 

The War Department has exerted great pressure to bring 
as many as fee of the representatives of the religious and 
educational forces of the country into line favoring the pas- 
sage of the act. However, the fact remains that the bulk of 
religious and educational leaders of America either oppose 
its enactment now when war fever prevents calm judgment 
or oppose it altogether. Many labor leaders also — the 
bill. According to a recent statement released by the Amer- 
ican Council on Education, three out of four college presi- 
dents favor delaying peace-time conscription legislation until 

eace is established. And Protestant, Catholic and Jewish 
eaders, supported by spokesmen for religious, educational 
and labor organizations, asserted in Washington last week 
that peace-time military training is a threat to the develop- 
ment of the country’s youth and its democratic institutions. 
They urged that the whole question not be considered until 
the end of the war. 

The advocates of military conscription make their strongest 
point on the argument that universal military training pre- 
vents wars. Yet America’s foremost authority on military 
affairs, Hanson Baldwin, recently wrote: “History does not 
support this viewpoint. Conscription has never stopped war 
nor made war less frequent.” 





Special Announcement: Booklet by Mr. Wells 


The Friendship Press, ag eee for the Missionary 
ft 


Education Movement of the United States and Canada, 
announce a booklet, ““A Veteran Came Home Today,” 
written and illustrated by Charles A. Wells, editor of 
Between the Lines. This four-thousand word booklet 
presents the world-wide spiritual challenge that faces 
the veteran and his folks at home as the servicemen 
return. When you have read it, you will want to place 
a copy in the hands of every returning veteran and his 
family of your acquaintance. The booklet sells for 10¢. 
Many churches are ordering 100 or more. Friendship 
Press reports 10,000 orders already on hand at the time 
of publishing! Send 10¢ in stamps for your copy, or, 
still better, a dollar check for ten to give to servicemen 
friends. Talk to your pastor and have your church 
order a quantity to be handed to every returning veteran. 
Act promptly, supplies are limited. 














